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Overview  
 

The Stó:lō Collaborative Stewardship Forum (a partnership of 15 Stó:lō First Nations) and the Province - 
Recreation Sites and Trails BC, with support from the Fraser Valley Regional District (FVRD), are excited 
to be working together towards a strategy for Sumas Mountain.  

The purpose of the project is to better understand activities on Sumas Mountain so that a new 
management framework to protect and manage the multiple uses and values can be recommended for 
consideration by land managers. The first step in the process was to find out how people use Sumas 
Mountain and what they care about.  

An online survey was open from September 1st to October 7th, 2020 and it was promoted through 
multiple social media channels. The survey received 486 responses, which are summarized in this 
document. Verbatim responses are in the appendix.  

The following is a summary of the input received: 

• Most respondents (77%) live within a 30-minute drive of Sumas Mountain 
• Most associations with Sumas Mountain are for hiking (68%) and mountain biking (51%) 
• Respondents most commonly visit Sumas Mountain a few times per month (36%) or a few times 

per year (36%), though 23% visit multiple times a week 
• The typical length of visit is a half day for most respondents (64%)  
• The most important values are peaceful enjoyment (96%), recreation (95%), and biodiversity 

and wildlife (96%), with the numbers in brackets being the respondents rating these values 
somewhat or very important 

• The values rated lowest in importance are the quarries / aggregate industry (75%) and the forest 
industry (62%), with the numbers in brackets being the respondents rating these values not 
important 

• The greatest concern is illegal dumping (54%) and matters related to environmental protection 
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Community Survey Responses 
 

1. Where do you live?  

 

Most survey respondents live close to Sumas Mountain.  
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2. What is your association with Sumas Mountain?  
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Respondents were able to select as many associations as applied to them. The top five associations are 
all non-motorized and “soft adventure” activities, as defined by the FVRD Economic Impact Analysis. 
Various other associations were noted in the comments, with no very common ones.   
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3. How often do you visit Sumas Mountain? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Most respondents visit the mountain frequently (59% a few times per month or more).  
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4. How long is your typical visit? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The most frequent visit length is a half day. The 6% who indicate that they stay overnight are likely 
residents.  

 

5. What values of Sumas Mountain are important to you?  
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The most important values are peaceful enjoyment, recreation, and biodiversity and wildlife. The values 
rated lowest in importance are the quarries / aggregate industry and the forest industry. While cultural 
practices are not rated particularly high, which is not surprising since many people are not aware of 
them, they are still rated somewhat or very important by 56% of respondents.  

In the written comments on additional values, the highest number of comments were related to 
environmental protection.  

 

6. Do you have concerns about Sumas Mountain? 

 

The greatest concern is illegal dumping. The following two topics relate to environmental protection, 
and these are followed by a need for more trails.  
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7. Please provide any additional comments including your perspective on Sumas 
Mountain or potential management strategies.  

This final open-ended question received 169 responses, which are summarized and grouped into themes 
below.  

23 comments Trail networks 
• Reestablish the Centennial trail to the pump station 
• Connect the West End over the road, over knoll, and down to Page Road 
• Epic Sumas Grind from the pump station to the peak 
• Connect Clayburn to Sumas and Page Road  
• Connect Ledgeview to Sumas 
• Single track climb trails 
• Connect Page Road to the Centennial trailhead 
• Connect Chadsey Lake toward the Vedder crossing  
• More bike features and downhill trails  
• More trails for hikers 
• Improvements needed from Station Road to Page Road 

22 comments Environmental protection  
• Protecting biodiversity and sensitive habitats  
• Establishing conservation areas 

21 comments Opposed to the quarries  
• Limit any quarry expansion. Keep it wild.  
• This mountain should be protected not mined 
• Please no more quarries, especially up Batot Road. 

21 comments Preserve Sumas Mountain, ensuring that future generations can enjoy the space 
15 comments Protect the Indigenous culture and heritage of the area 
14 comments Opposed to logging in the area 

• Poor site restoration post logging  
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• Important to conserve the natural beauty 
14 comments Clear signage:  

• To keep motorized traffic off non-motorized trails 
• At road crossings 
• To distinguish between walking and mountain biking trails 
• Show trail distances and directions 
• Show the difficulty level  

14 comments Appreciation for Sumas Mountain and all who maintain it  
• Thanks to everyone that has been/will be involved in the care and 

maintenance of Sumas Mountain 
• Sumas Mountain is a local gem for recreation 

12 comments Opposed to new housing developments  
• Sumas Mountain must be protected from destruction by housing 

development 
• Opposition to clearing the trees and filling it with houses like Whatcom Road 

11 comments Greater focus needed on the mountain biking potential of Sumas 
• The Fraser Velley has everything needed to become a world class mountain 

biking destination 
• Trails could be improved with more features for Mountain Bikers 

11 comments Restrict motor vehicle access 
• Overuse by motorcycles and quads is destroying trails 
• Motorized vehicle use should be prohibited on all areas that are not 

designated logging roads 
10 comments Change the gate location / gate hours 

• Gates open earlier in the summer  
• Gate hours should be extended in the fall/winter months (past 6pm) 
• Move the locked gate beyond the parking lot  
• Consider the FVMBA and ATRC as stewards for gate opening and closing 

7 comments Streamline the trail building process 
• Current red tape leads to unsanctioned trail building  
• Reduce the time it takes for trail building approval 

7 comments Homeowners are experiencing:  
• Constant shaking of the quarry blast  
• Harassment from trespassing hikers 

6 comments Controls needed for illegal dumping 
5 comments More parking access: 

• On Sumas Road 
• Outside the gate for evening/early morning activities 

5 comments There is a desire to keep the area local to prevent overcrowding  
5 comments Road repairs and safety considerations should be made for:  

• Sumas Mountain Road - needs be repaved with sidewalks added 
• From Dawson Road to Mckee Road (large trailers of gravel, no sidewalks, no 

room for bicycles) 
• Potholes on the entrance road past the lower gate 
• The 4 way-stop at Dawson intersection 

4 comments Waste is a problem from:  
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• Partiers 
• People who do not understand pack in pack out  

4 comments Lack of enforcement 
• There should be patrols on the weekend 
• Limit access for motor vehicles beyond the lower gate since there is no police 

presence in the area  
4 comments There is a need for more education on:  

• The history and culture of the area 
• The local environment 
• Pack in pack out  

4 comments There should be a balance between development and conservation  
4 comments Better long-term planning and management of the area 

• Detailed plans are needed for specific land designation, activity, and 
resourcing strategies 

4 comments More access for equestrians  
3 comments Motor vehicles should be allowed, and the users should be engaged  
3 comments Separated trails between:  

• Motorized vehicles  
• Hikers and mountain bikers  

3 comments Opposed to government involvement in the management of the area 
3 comments More community engagement with all user groups  
2 comments There is a need for more funding for trail maintenance  
2 comments Stricter rules for dump trucks on the road  
1 comment The woodlot should have in-place agreements that will allow forestry to continue 
1 comment 
 

Better wheelchair access 
• The Wells Grey and McKinley access has piping that you cannot roll over 

safely 
1 comment Supportive of the current gate times  
1 comment More infrastructure like shops and grocery stores  
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Summary of Mapping Input 

Survey respondents were invited to place a point on an interactive map and to provide a comment on 
that location. Points could be selected from the following list: 

• Access challenge or opportunity 
• Activity challenge or opportunity 
• Culture challenge or opportunity 
• Environmental challenge or opportunity 

 
The map on the following page is a summary of the input received. The red arrows indicate desired trail 
connections described by respondents. Many of these routes cross private land and they may also be 
located on inaccessible slopes. They are illustrated solely to capture desired routes.  
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